
Jewish studies is the investigation of 
the Religion, history, and culture of 
the Jewish people and the study of 
the interaction of this culture with 
the civilizations of the world.

This program in Jewish studies 
at Rollins College identifies 
and combines courses in the 
departments of Philosophy 
and Religion, English, Foreign 
Languages, Art, Music, and 
Anthropology. Time periods and 
geographical areas covered range 
from ancient Israel to contemporary 
American Society. The 
multidisciplinary approach of the 
program includes biblical studies, 
art, music, archeology, literature, 
women’s studies, and philosophy.

Who in particular would benefit 
from this Jewish Studies minor? 
The Jewish Studies minor may be 
particularly beneficial for students 
interested in graduate studies in 
Religious Studies, International 
Politics, History, Comparative 
Literature, Foreign Languages, 
Classics and Ancient Mediterranean 
Studies. 

In addition, the Jewish Studies 
Minor serves students who pursue 
the fields of education, social 

2017, Spring Courses

ANT 355: Middle East:  
Film & Culture
Newcomb  •  TR 11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

HBR 102: Elementary Hebrew
Lotringer  •  TR 4 – 5:30 p.m.

HIS 130: History of City
Ewing  •  MW 5:25 – 6:40 p.m.

HIS 375: Aspects of War:  
WW2 in Europe
Norris  •  MWF 10 – 10:50 a.m.

REL 217: Jewish Life & Thought
Olshansky  •  M 4 – 6:30 p.m.

REL 325: Psych Theories in 
Religion
D’Amato  •  W 2:30 – 3:45 p.m.

REL 490: Senior Seminar in 
Religion
French  •  M 4 – 6:30 p.m.

POL 304: Middle East Politics
Tatari  •  MWF 11 – 11:50 a.m.

MM 200A: Peacebuilding  
Through Theatre
Cooperman  •  MWF 9 – 9:50 a.m.

racism and discrimination, and 
the importance of freedom, equal 
rights and democracy” (Anne Frank 
House website). Our affiliation with 
the AFH includes an on-campus 
January course on the Anne Frank 
House, team-taught with staff from 
the AFH; a field study in June, and 
student internships at the AFH 
during the summer of 2017. By 
joining in this collaboration, the 
Jewish Studies Program contributes 
to the Rollins College mission 
to prepare our graduates to be 
responsible leaders and global 
citizens. 

2017, Intersession Course

EDU 390: Learning from  
Anne Frank
McLaughlin/Meyer 
M – R 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
F 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM JEWISH STUDIES & NEW COURSES
work, communal service, public 
administration, law, foreign service, 
the ministry and/or the rabbinate.

What other benefits does the 
program have to offer students? 
Study Abroad programs at the 
school for overseas students at Tel 
Aviv University; January and/or 
May Field Study Courses in Israel; 
Summer Archaeological digs in 
Israel; Jewish Studies Center in 
Prague.

Service learning and internships 
in such local institutions as the 
Hebrew Day School, Sunday 
Schools, The Holocaust Education 
and Resource Center; The Jewish 
Community Center; Jewish Family 
service, and Kinneret, a Jewish 
home for the aged. Students seeking 
advice about this interdisciplinary 
program may contact Dr. Yudit K. 
Greenberg, Director.

What are the course requirements 
for this minor? Six courses are 
required for a minor in Jewish 
Studies: 2 core courses, 3 electives, 
and a senior independent study 
research paper.

The Jewish Studies Program joins 
the Department of Education at 
Rollins College in establishing a 
collaboration with the Anne Frank 
House (AFH) in Amsterdam. The 
AFH in Amsterdam, Netherlands, 
was established on May 3, 1957. 
The organization’s mission is 
straightforward and essential in 
our times: “It is an independent, 
non-profit organization dedicated 
to the preservation of Anne Frank’s 
hiding place and her diaries, and 
to spreading the message of Anne 
Frank’s life and ideals worldwide.  
Based on Anne Frank’s life story, 
set against the background of 
the Holocaust and the Second 
World War, the Anne Frank House 
develops educational programs 
and products with the aim of 
raising young people’s awareness 
of the dangers of anti-Semitism, 

It seems like just yesterday that 
we returned to campus to begin 
the new academic year, 2016-17. 
Now, students are registering for 
spring semester and are buckling 
down as final papers and exams are 
around the corner. This year, our 
program continues to thrive and 
expand our presence on campus 
and beyond, with new stimulating 
and educational projects. This fall, 
we began working with James 
McLaughlin, Mertz Endowed Chair 
of Education, on a new international 
collaboration between Rollins and 
the Anne Frank House (AFH) in 
Amsterdam. Our alliance with 
the AFH includes an on-campus 
January course on the Anne Frank 
House, team-taught with staff from 
the AFH, a field study in June, and 
student internships at the AFH 
during the summer of 2017. By 
joining in this collaboration, the 
Jewish Studies Program contributes 
to the Rollins College mission 
to prepare our graduates to be 
responsible leaders and global 
citizens. 

Our speaker series is vibrant and 
continues to attract members of 
the Central Florida community 
to campus. Our first speaker this 
semester was Dr. Tudor Parfitt, 
the President Yitzhak Navon 
Professor of Sephardic-Mizrahi 
Studies, and Director of the Global 
Jewish Studies Program at Florida 
International University.  Dr. Parfitt, 
a foremost scholar of the lost tribes 
of Israel, engaged us in his search 
for and scholarship of Jewish 
communities in Africa and Asia. We 
are also delighted to participate in a 
national project of the Jewish Book 
Council, and co-sponsored with 
the Writer's Block Bookstore an on-
campus reading and book-signing 
by authors Ezra Glinter of the 
Forward and award-winning author 
Leah Kaminsky.

In September, I was honored 
to participate in a first of its 
kind interfaith dialogue held 
in Jerusalem and sponsored by 
the Foreign ministry of Israel. 
Titled “Ancient Traditions and 
Contemporary Realities,” this 

meeting brought two dozen Asian 
faith leaders in dialogue with 
Israeli rabbis and scholars on 
issues such as social justice and 
the environment. Such meetings 
and dialogues among people of 
diverse religions and cultures are 
so essential to promoting peaceful 
co-existence. 

As always, I appreciate your 
continued support of the Jewish 
Studies Program.

Wishing you happy holidays,

Yudit Greenberg
Yudit Kornberg Greenberg, PhD 
George and Harriet Cornell Endowed 
Professor of Religion 
Director, Jewish Studies Program 
Co-Director, Center for India & South 
Asia  
Fulbright-Nerhu Scholar, 2015

Rollins College, Box 2773 
French House, 205 
407.646.2176  •  ygreenberg@rollins.edu 
rollins.edu/jewishstudies

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

Dr. Greenberg among delegates of the 
interreligious dialogue welcomed by the 
President of Israel

September, 2016

Authors Glinter and Kaminsky reading 
recent books and reflecting on Jewish 
identity.

November, 2016

FALL 2016  NEWSLETTER
JEWISH STUDIES AT ROLLINS

• Stories by students Rachel 
Wasserman & Micah Bradley 

• Jewish Studies Speaker Series
• Learn more about our new 

Intersession course

• Make a pledge to the Jewish 
Studies Program

INSIDE...



In September, Dr. Tudor Parfitt 
presented a public lecture titled 
“The Lost Tribes of Israel: Blood, 
Myth and History.”   He shared 
with the audience how he became 
interested in this topic after giving a 
talk on the Ethiopian Jews in South 
Africa. Sitting in the back of the 
room was a group of black people 
wearing yarmulkes. They claimed 
to be one of the lost tribes of Israel. 
As part of Dr. Parfitt research, he 
collected DNA samples, and found 
that this group shared a similar 
gene of the Y chromosome as other 
Jewish males. Soon after, other 
groups heard of this discovery, 

and contacted Dr. Parfitt to come 
test the DNA of their group. Dr. 
Parfitt recounted his visit to Papua 
New Guinea where the people 
dressed in blue and white prayer 
shawls with yarmulkes and greeted 
him with Israeli flags. Additional 
DNA testing provided results that 
were reported “inconclusive.” Dr. 
Parfitt’s lecture was not only on 
his research on the lost tribes but 
also focused on identity and the 
importance of belonging.  He led 
a powerful discussion on intra-
Jewish perceptions and acceptance 
of newly identified Jewish groups. 
This program was sponsored by 
the Jewish Studies Program, the 
Department of Philosophy and 

Religion, the Center for India and 
South Asia, and the Program in 
Archaeology, and was enjoyed 
by approximately one hundred 
students, faculty, and community 
members. Thank you, Dr. Parfitt, 
for your insightful and engaging 
presentation at Rollins and thank 
you Dr. Greenberg for coordinating 
such a successful event.

Article written by Rachel Wasserman

FALL 2016 JEWISH STUDIES LECTURE SERIES

Name         Class  
Address  
City           
State     Zip  
Phone          
Email  

I/We would like to join with 
a leadership gift to the 
Jewish Studies Program for 
$  

Designation
           Please use by gift where it is most needed.
          Please designate my gift for:

          Student scholarship for study in Israel  
          Academic program support

           Distinguished Scholar-in-Residence
           Faculty/Staff Collaborative Research
           Judaica Library Collection

Family & Friends Giving Circle
• Friend $100 - 499
• Supporter $500 - 999
• Patron $1,000 - 4,999
• Sponsor $5,000 - 9,999
• Benefactor $10,000+

            My or
            My Spouse’s employer will match all or  
 some of this gift.
            Completed form(s)      enclosed      will be sent.
      Company  

            Full gift enclosed
            Partial payment of $     enclosed

Please make checks  
payable to:
Jewish Studies Program
Rollins College
1000 Holt Ave. – 2773
Winter Park, FL. 32789-4499

FAMILY & FRIENDS OF
JEWISH STUDIES 

AT ROLLINS

PLEDGE CARD

In November, the Jewish Studies 
program participated in the 
national project of the Jewish 
Book Council and co-sponsored 
with the Writer's Block Bookstore 
an on-campus reading and book-
signing by authors Ezra Glinter 
and Leah Kaminsky. Glinter and 
Kaminsky each discussed their 
inspirations for writing and read 
selections from their new works. 
Glinter is the Yiddish newspaper 
The Forward's deputy cultural 

editor. His anthology Have I Got 
a Story for You? includes stories 
that were originally published in 
Yiddish in The Forward. Kaminsky, 
an award-winning author as well as 
a physician, is also a Poetry Editor 
for the Medical Journal of Australia. 
Her first novel, The Waiting Room, 
is a novel about an Australian 
doctor who is the daughter of 
Holocaust survivors who while in 
Israel during a terrorist attack in 
Haifa, is also struggling with her 
personal journey and identity. In 
an intimate setting, the authors 
discussed how each of their works 
acted as portals into the old Jewish 
world that we desire to preserve in 
our current lives.

RACHEL WASSERMAN ON STUDYING HEBREW MICAH BRADLEY (’18) ON ROLLINS JEWISH STUDIES

on Idit Lotringer

There is an old quote that says, 
“Teachers that love teaching make 
students love learning.” This 
quote is a direct reflection of our 
Hebrew professor, Idit Lotringer. 
Idit is very passionate about the 
Hebrew language and the Jewish 
culture. In the classroom, she wants 
every student to succeed. She goes 
beyond the normal expectations 
of a professor to help her students 
understand the language so that we 
will be able to use it in practice one 
day. She teaches proper grammar 
as well as how you would speak in 
casual conversation. The best part 
of Idit, however, is the light and 
passion she brings to every class. 
Her students want to be there and 
want to learn, and this is reflected in 
their performance.

Idit, thank you for sharing your 
passion for teaching with the Jewish 
Studies Program at Rollins College.

I am so glad that I decided to add 
the Jewish Studies minor last year. 
It has given me the chance to study 
the Hebrew Bible in a new light, as 
well as to learn about Jewish culture 
and traditions. As a Christian, I 
have been previously exposed to 
the Hebrew Bible in a way that is 
very different from how my Jewish 
Studies classes have taught me to 

The best part... is the 
light and passion she 
brings to every class.

view it, and 
I feel that I 
can better 
understand 
religious texts 
due to the 
explanations 
and analysis 
Jewish Studies 
classes. I have 
also learned 
more about 
the Jewish 
people, their 
culture, and 
their religion, 

which I believe has invaluably 
raised my cultural awareness and 
sensitivity. One of my favorite 
memories from the being in Jewish 
Studies was getting to have dinner 
with Letty Cottin Pogrebin and talk 
to her about her faith and writing. I 
am also in the Honors Program, and 
I am pursuing an English Major and 

Creative Writing Minor. Because 
of this, I have decided to focus on 
literature for my Jewish Studies 
Thesis. 

For my senior thesis advised by 
Dr. Greenberg, I will analyze 
novels based on the events of the 
holocaust that are written for and 
marketed to children. Specifically, I 
plan to look at how these different 
texts incorporate the Jewish 
religion, culture, and traditions, 
especially alongside the violence 
of the holocaust, and how other 
religions, such as Christianity, 
are contrastingly treated by these 
texts. I hope to blend the studies of 
English Literature and religion in 
this project. I am excited to be able 
to merge my experience of Jewish 
Studies with my work in literature 
analysis to produce a paper that 
will hopefully illuminate an often-
ignored and controversial subject.


