
LET’S TALK ABOUT YOUR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT EXPERIENCE
As an international student, you have taken a bold step to study outside of the comforts and familiarity of your home country and culture. This experience has challenged 
you to expand your worldview, to engage in intercultural experiences, and to adapt to a new environment. Use this guide to help you to articulate in resumes, cover letters, 
and interviews the skills and knowledge that your experience as an international student has built.

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
Bilingual  |  Multilingual If you speak more than one language, your language skills will be a great asset to employers as they may have practical applications in your 
work. Learning a second or third language demonstrates intercultural understanding, enhanced concentration, and strong listening skills. Greater understanding of the culture 
associated with the other language promotes greater empathy and acceptance of others—with studies showing that people who have studied another language are more open 
toward and express more positive attitudes toward the culture associated with that language.

Self-Motivation  |  Problem Solving International students gain independence from living alone in a foreign country. Away from family and a familiar social setting, you 
have learned problem-solving skills, independent decision making, and discipline to stay focused on your goals. You also have a maturity, resilience and understanding of life 
built from having managed to succeed living abroad. Employers seek to hire self-motivated team members.

Adaptability You have navigated and negotiated living in a foreign country. This exhibits an adaptability in working and living across cultural differences, learning in a 
different pedagogical style, and building relationships with new social cues. Being adaptable to change gives you a competitive edge in today’s job market.

Global Worldview  |  Intercultural Fluency You have developed an openness to difference, cultural sensitivity, and the ability to dialogue with others with 
diverse perspectives. Being aware of your own perspectives and able to respectfully share them and learn from others is a characteristic that employers will value in a 
professional setting.

Communication Having to communicate in a language other than your first language strengthens your communication skills. Students who have had to learn and live in a 
second language put a focused effort into their language abilities. The result is solid, intentionally developed communication skills that employers are seeking.

Organization You have successfully managed complicated immigration regulations, and have learned about the process for legal employment authorization. In order to 
do this you have demonstrated that you are organized and have the ability to balance your responsibilities. Employers need employees who can manage their workload and 
successfully balance multiple tasks.

Initiative You took a bold move in going to a new country and culture to study. This decision exhibits initiative and a comfort when facing ambiguity and risk. You have 
pushed yourself outside of your comfort zone. Employers are eager to hire employees who take initiative and are not afraid of ambiguity and risks.

**Because each student’s experience is different, use this as a general guide to help you articulate your unique experience.
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SAMPLE RESUME ACTION STATEMENTS
• Navigated complicated immigration process and maintained immigration status over # years
• Established strong oral and written communication and enhanced listening skills through earning a college degree in a second language
• Demonstrated ability to work with people of diverse backgrounds and perspectives
• Served as an ambassador for my home country and culture through various intercultural exchanges, including the Global Classroom presentation
• Demonstrated independence, initiative, and self-reliance through studying in a foreign country and outside of my comfort zone
• Self-motivated to set and achieve personal, academic, and professional goals
• Proven strength in accepting challenges and making decisions under pressure


