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Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee 
Rollins College 

 
POLICY STATEMENT:  Suspension of Animal Activity   
 
 
This policy lists the procedural steps to follow and the conditions that warrant a suspension of an 
animal activity by the Rollins College Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). 
The purpose of this policy statement is to adhere to, consolidate, and clarify the relevant material 
found in the Animal Welfare Assurance document.  
 
Note: The Institutional Official may unilaterally halt, terminate, or impose sanctions on any 
animal activity, as this is not prohibited by the PHS. However, the Institutional Official may not 
approve or reinstate any animal activity without IACUC approval (PHS Policy IV.C.8).  
 

I. Authority 
1. The Attending Veterinarian and the IACUC are responsible for the oversight of 

the Rollins College Animal Care and Use Program.  
2. The program is managed by the Animal Program Manager.  
3. Animal Care Compliance Staff: 

a) Consists of 
1) The Attending Veterinarian  
2) The IACUC Chair  
3) Animal Program Manager 

b) Any member of the compliance staff can cancel or stop any animal 
procedure that does not comply with all rules, regulations, or laws.   

c) When any violations of rules, regulations, or laws are discovered, for 
example, during an inspection, the Attending Veterinarian can intercede 
on behalf of the College and the IACUC and take immediate and 
appropriate action to correct the violation or improper animal care.   

d) Immediately following a corrective action, the IACUC Chair will be 
informed.  

e) In all cases, the IACUC chair will notify the Institutional Official of the 
violation and describe the actions of the animal care compliance staff.  

4. Attending Veterinarian: 
a) Has been delegated by the institution, program authority and 

responsibility for the activities involving animals at Rollins College 
b) Has access to all animals in the program 
c) Is authorized to temporarily halt an “activity” (i.e., protocol) involving 

animals as set forth in the PHS Policy IV.C.6  
II. Procedure - The IACUC procedures for suspending an activity/protocol are as follows: 

1. As stated above, any member of the Animal Care Compliance staff has the 
authority to cancel or stop any animal procedure. The IACUC will investigate.  
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2. If there is an immediate concern for the welfare of the animals or the safety of 
those working with them beyond a single animal procedure, and the Committee 
cannot be convened in time to address the situation of urgency, the Attending 
Veterinarian is authorized to halt an animal use protocol temporarily. The IACUC 
chair must be notified of the temporary suspension and will initiate an 
investigation. 

3. In the unlikely event that immediate action is necessary, and the Attending 
Veterinarian is not reachable, the Committee Chair can temporarily halt a 
protocol and initiate an investigation.  

4. In the event that a protocol is halted, the Chair of the Committee, or in their 
absence, the Attending Veterinarian or IACUC administrator, will communicate 
directly with the Principal Investigator(s), inform the Institutional Official of any 
action(s) taken, and initiate an investigation.  Such an action must be reviewed 
at a formal meeting of the IACUC. 

5. Investigations: 
a) Potential infractions of the “Guide” or other applicable guidelines are 

reported to the Committee. They will be investigated immediately by a 
designated Committee member or investigative team assigned by the 
Committee Chair, who will then recommend a course of action to the 
Committee.  

6. The IACUC considers the matter at a convened meeting. The Committee may 
suspend a previously approved protocol if it determines that the activity is not 
being conducted in accordance with applicable regulatory guidelines (e.g., AWR, 
PHS Policy, the Guide) and the College’s Animal Welfare Assurance document. 
A simple majority vote of a quorum is required to suspend an animal 
protocol. Protocol suspension is permanent. Once the majority votes in favor of 
suspension, the Principal Investigator must submit a new protocol for review that 
addresses the infractions or concerns cited for the suspension.  

7. Prior to a vote of suspension, the use of informal communication between the 
Attending Veterinarian, the Committee Chair, or other Committee members, and 
Principal Investigators and their staff are encouraged to resolve concerns related 
to the humane use of animals, human health or safety, or deviations from the 
approved protocol.  

8. The committee also has the authority to vote to suspend an animal activity 
that it has not formally approved (i.e., animal use without an approved 
protocol).  

9. Suspension of ongoing activity (i.e., protocol) will be communicated to the 
Institutional Official and the Principal Investigator(s).  

10. In consultation with the IACUC, the Institutional Official reviews the reasons for 
the suspension and any corrective actions taken and reports that action with a full 
explanation to the appropriate regulatory and funding agencies (e.g., OLAW, the 
USDA, and PHS funding agencies).  
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APPROVAL AND MAINTENANCE:  
 

1. An IACUC policy must be approved before the first meeting at which it is to be used.  
2. The above policy will be reviewed annually by the committee at a properly convened 

meeting, typically at the first meeting of the academic year.  
3. The above policy statement must be documented in the IACUC’s permanent records as 

having been established by unanimous agreement of all primary voting members (see 
signature page). 

4. The policy stated above is to be included in the institution’s assurance document on file 
with the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare.  

 
 


