Diversity Council 
Meeting Minutes ∙ January 19, 2010
Reeves Lodge, 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm

Attendees: Alice Argeros, Kim Dennis, Oriana Guevara, Matt Hawks, Jenifer Leon, Susan Libby, Rachel Luce, Mahjabeen Rafiudeen, Claire Strom, Robert Whetstone, Wexian Zhang, Students: Ciera Parks, Tocarra Mallard, Regina Metoyer, Ashley Green

1. Approval of prior months minutes
December meeting minutes were not available and distributed following the meeting.

2. Old Business

a. Report on MLK Day – Rachel Luce

There was an impressive turn-out at all of the MLK Celebration Week events. Attendance at each event either doubled or tripled over last year. Thirty members of the Rollins community reported to the beautification project at Pine Hills Elementary School on Saturday, January 16th. The Office of Multicultural Affairs received a lot of positive feedback from students, faculty and staff. The “Black Then” display generated a lot of interest and some people asked about making the exhibit permanent. The exhibit attracted many people from outside the Rollins community as well which is integral to changing external perceptions of Rollins as a place that is not diversity friendly. 

b. Meeting with Roger Casey – Claire Strom

Claire, Mahjabeen and Matt met with Provost Roger Casey on Jan 12 to discuss the our proposals for the Diversity Pledge and the President’s Diversity Award. Both topics were received positively.  Provost Casey agreed to present the proposed Diversity Statement to the President’s Staff for review and determination of additional approval steps.  Provost Casey recommended that the Diversity Council present the proposal for the Diversity Award directly to President Duncan for consideration.  There was some concern discussed about the best venue for presentation of the faculty and student award and whether commencement would be the best venue.  On January 15th, Matt Hawks sent President Duncan a proposal for the new recognition award. 

3. New Business

a. Outreach – Jenifer Leon

The Office of International Student & Scholar Services together with the Office of International Programs are splitting the cost of sponsoring students to attend the 4th Annual Florida International Leadership Conference February 5-7 in Altoona, FL. Jennifer’s department budget is running very low on funds and she is asking for financial assistance from the Diversity Council to sponsor the $550 cost. The Council voted in favor of contributing the total amount to sponsor the students but does not wish for the approval to be made widely known outside of the council.

Jenifer is working on a Diversity Brochure with the Strategic Marketing department. 

b. Report on Florida Diversity & Leadership Conference – Oriana

Oriana and Towera attended the Florida Diversity & Leadership Conference on January 15th. Oriana described the experience as a valuable one in which they were able to network and learn from various professionals in diversity. Oriana recommended that the Council look into the utilization of the UCF Office of Diversity Initiatives as a resource to help us in developing and expanding diversity initiatives at Rollins. Oriana and Towera made contacts with two professionals at the conference who could assist is in our efforts.

Valarie King, Ph.D.
Director
UCF Diversity Initiatives
(407) 823-6479 phone
vking@mail.ucf.edu
http://www.diversity.ucf.edu

Cal Jackson
Sr. Diversity Practitioner
Office of Cultural Competence & Diversity Systems
BlueCross BlueShield of Florida
(904) 905-0839 phone
cal.jackson@bcbsfl.com

c. Report on study abroad experience – Ciera Parks

Ciera is a third year student who the Council partially sponsored for a study abroad trip to Costa Rica during the Summer of 2009. Ciera thanked the Council for their sponsorship and described the experience as life changing. The Council encouraged Ciera to share the importance and availability of study abroad and her personal experiences with other minority students. 

d. Goals for Spring – Moved to February Agenda

Meeting Begin: 12:30 pm
Meeting Ajourned: 2:00 pm

Reconvene: February 16, 2010, 12:30 pm, Reeves Lodge

Minutes recorded by Oriana Guevara
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